
“Considering COVID-19 and Mutulu Shakur’s  
deteriorating pre-existing medical condition, his  
many years of incarceration and his acceptance of  
responsibility for his past transgressions, I have  
no hesitation if given the opportunity to be released  
he will not be a danger to society and will lead a  
crimefree and successful life.”
 -

CARLYLE HOLDER  |  Former Warden of USP Coleman

Parole for  
Dr. Mutulu Shakur
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Dr. Mutulu Shakur is a father, grandfather, healer, and human 
rights activist who has been in the United States Bureau of  
Prisons (BOP) for 36 years. At the age of 71, he is battling Stage 3  
bone marrow cancer, which has gone into early relapse,  
requiring ongoing chemotherapy. He is eligible for parole and  
has an upcoming hearing before the U.S. Parole Commission.

For further information,  
contact Dr. Shakur’s attorneys:

BRAD THOMSON
People’s Law Office
1180 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
(773) 235-0070 ext. 123
brad@peopleslawoffice.com

MARK A. KLEIMAN
Kleiman/Rajaram
2525 Main St. Suite 204
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 392-5455
mkleiman@quitam.org



As a Black man coming of age in New York City during  
the late 1960s, Dr. Shakur was profoundly impacted by  
the Black Freedom Struggle of the era. Raised by a blind, 
single mother, Dr. Shakur had been acutely aware of  
social inequalities since childhood. As a teenager and  
young adult, he gravitated toward movements challenging 
social injustices and creating alternatives.

Dr. Shakur studied holistic medicine, 

became a practitioner of acupuncture, 

and used that training and knowledge 

to pioneer the use of acupuncture to 

combat the rampant drug addiction 

he saw in his community. Through his 

community work and political activism, 

Dr. Shakur worked with members and 

former members of politically radical 

organizations of the era, including the 

Republic of New Afrika, Black Panther 

Party, Young Lords, and Students for  

a Democratic Society. 

During the tumultuous era of the 1970s, 

radical political activists engaged in  

robberies and other clandestine actions  

across the country and around the 

world. In 1982, federal conspiracy  

charges were brought against a multi- 

racial group of political activists,  

including Dr. Shakur, for actions which 

took place in the Northeastern  

United States.

Dr. Shakur was convicted of conspiracy 

and received a sentence of 60 years. 

Based on the date of the offenses,  

Dr. Shakur is among a small number  

of individuals remaining in federal 

prison under the “Old Law,” making 

him eligible for parole. The applicable 

sentencing law imposed “Mandatory 

Parole” after serving 30 years, meaning 

he has now been in prison 6 years  

beyond his “Mandatory Parole” date. 

He continues to be eligible for parole 

and continues to be an excellent  

candidate for release.  

All of Dr. Shakur’s co-defendants and 

co-conspirators convicted as part  

of this conspiracy have been released, 

where they have led productive and 

crime-free lives. This leaves Dr. Shakur 

as the only person remaining in federal 

prison for these offenses, having been 

in prison for decades beyond many of 

his co-conspirators. His release would 

correct this disparity.

Dr. Shakur poses absolutely no threat 

to the public, should he be released. 

The BOP has created the PATTERN tool, 

which determines whether a prisoner 

has a high, medium, low, or minimum 

risk of recidivism. Dr. Shakur is in the 

lowest possible category (minimum) 

with a numerical risk score for  

committing a violent offense of -2, and 

a score of -14 for general recidivism. 

Dr. Shakur has had remarkable in- 

prison conduct, earning the respect  

of other prisoners and BOP staff,  

including wardens at the prisons he  

has been held. He has not had any 

incidents of violence, he has had  

remarkably few disciplinary incidents  

and the most recent ticket is from  

15 years ago. He has completed  

thousands of hours of programming 

and educational courses, including 

teaching classes on human rights  

and political science. He has counseled  

and mentored countless younger 

prisoners, many who now lead positive 

lives after incarceration and attribute 

much of their success to Dr. Shakur.  

Testimonials from a number of these 

men are available through Dr. Shakur’s 

legal team. 

At the age of 71, Dr. Shakur is now  

in an age group with an essentially 

non-existent risk of recidivism. Studies 

conducted by the DOJ have found  

the rate of re-arrest for former  

prisoners over the age of 70 is 0%.

Dr. Mutulu Shakur is a phenomenal 
candidate for parole and we welcome 
your support.
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